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CLIPPING YOUR LAMBS AND GOATS
What You Need To Know: Clipper Blades | Tips from Stock Show University®
Clipping is a critical part of livestock presentation, and using the correct blade can make a noticeable difference in 
both appearance and animal comfort. During this “Tips from Stock Show University®” article, Tess Mittag, Stock Show 
University® Manager, shares some general information on what you need to know about blades that should be going on 
your clipper.

Andis is a proud sponsor of Stock Show University®, supporting free, hands-on education for stock show youth 
nationwide. Their commitment to quality tools and educational resources helps exhibitors develop lifelong skills and a 
deeper understanding of livestock care. Andis clipper blades are trusted by exhibitors and professionals alike for their 
precision, durability, and consistent results. Knowing when and where to use each blade helps create a clean, well-
blended look in the show ring.

Let’s chat about 4 of the most popular blades that we see our Stock Show University® Professors using daily!

Andis® 10 Blade: Precision for Detail Work
The Andis 10 blade is one of the most commonly used blades in livestock grooming. It delivers a close, smooth cut and is 
ideal for heads and faces, ears, briskets and throats, and sensitive or fine-detail areas. This blade is especially useful for 
cleaning up areas that require accuracy and a polished finish without excessive pressure on the hide.

Medium Feeding Blade: Versatility and Control
The Andis Medium Feeding Blade is designed to efficiently move through thicker hair while still leaving adequate 
length for blending. This blade is often used on necks and shoulders, tails, body and rib areas, and areas requiring 
uniform length with flexibility for fitting. Its balanced cut makes it a dependable option for daily maintenance clipping 
as well as preparing cattle for fitting and showing. Stock Show University® recommends this blade to any first time or 
inexperienced clipper as it is the most forgiving blade.

Super Blocking Blade: Building a Strong Foundation
The Andis Super Blocking Blade is a go-to choice when setting the base of a clip job. This blade helps establish uniform 
hair length across the body, making it easier to shape and blend during fitting. It is commonly used on body and sides, 
flanks, and areas needing consistency and structure. By creating an even canvas, the Super Blocking Blade allows 
exhibitors to highlight muscle shape and balance more effectively.

Blue Ribbon Blade: Show-Day Ready Finish
The Andis Blue Ribbon Blade is designed for exhibitors who want a clean, professional finish while maintaining enough 
hair for final touch-ups. This is the sharpest, most unforgiving blade of the blades we have discussed. Often used closer 
to show day, this blade works well on body and topline, neck and shoulder transitions, and on final blending areas. This 
blade helps create a smooth, natural look that enhances overall presentation in the show ring.

Follow the Andis Clipping Guide
Having said all of that, blade selection can vary depending on experience, hair type, weather, and desired appearance. 
That’s why Andis provides a Clipping Guide Booklet outlining recommended blades by area and species. Stock Show 
University® encourages exhibitors to follow best practices and utilize trusted educational resources—such as the Andis 
Clipping Guide Booklet—to confidently select the right blade for every job.

Sullivan Supply
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PURINA® HONOR® SHOW T.I.P.S. FOR SUCCESS
It seems that every year the show landscape gets more competitive, show “season” gets longer, and the number of shows 
increases.  With this, sale calendars continue to expand, the number of groups on feed at an individual operation increases, 
and the amount of time animals are going through some sort of transitional period is increased.  

Any period in which an animal is exposed to a stressor that could impact metabolism, health, feed intake, and performance 
is a transition.  Whether that transition is being relocated to a new home, commingling, adapting to a new feeding program, 
cold snaps and heat waves, or exposure to new bacteria and viruses, it is safe to say that avoiding transition downfalls is one 
of the biggest challenges that feeders face.  As such, here are 4 Purina® Honor® Show TIPS to help avoid these untimely 
setbacks.

T- Transitions take time. In many parts of the country there is literally a show every weekend. And while it is tempting 
to show your new project the moment you get it, it needs time to settle into what its new “normal” is going to be.  In 
particular, feed transitions should be gradual and take at least a week, if not longer, depending on how different the new 
feeding program may be.  

I- Immune function. A tailored health program is critical and goes hand-in-hand with a solid feeding program.  Know 
what the animal has already received when you get it and work with your veterinarian to determine what your new animal, 
as well as the existing herd may need in anticipation of commingling. Keep a basic medicine cabinet stocked so you can 
stay ahead of early onset health issues.  Seek out feeds that are medicated to prevent certain health challenges such as 
coccidiosis or scours.

P- Proactive. Stay on top of feed inventory. Running out of feed and having to change the program abruptly is one of 
the most common reasons for animals “going off feed.” Communicate with your dealer and order ahead, particularly if you 
are going to transition to a new feed or supplement.  Dealers do their best to keep feed fresh, which means they likely aren’t 
going to have a surplus of feed there that you are not currently feeding.

S- Stay positive. As stated earlier, there is almost always another show around the corner, and the show season is a 
marathon not a sprint.  Build your team, lean on them for knowledge, and work your way through the transition downturns to 
build back stronger.

Purina Mills

SHOW PURINA® HONOR® SHOW T.I.P.S. FOR 
SUPPLEMENT SEASON
A successful show stock feeding program is comprised of clean water (always!), a solid base feed, good quality forage (for 
the ruminants) and when needed, supplements. The “heavy lifting” should always be done by the base feed, and Honor® 
Show base feeds are designed to supply the highest quality nutrition to support your run to the backdrop. High Octane® 
supplements, on the other hand, are used to cater to specific developmental needs of the animal such as fat cover, muscle 
development, fill, animal comfort, etc. It’s important to note that supplements are meant to be just that – supplemental to a 
high-quality base feed that should make up the bulk of the feeding program. 

Supplement choices can be overwhelming and confusing. We are constantly bombarded with flashy ads, bold claims, trendy 
names, etc., and influenced by what supplements we see sitting at the neighboring stalls when we are at a show. Here are 
some handy T.I.P.S. for proper incorporation of supplements into your show animals’ feed program. 

Target Specific Needs 
Make sure you are using the correct supplement for the issue you are trying to address. Whether it’s muscle development, fat 
cover, fill, etc., choosing the right product is key to achieving desired outcomes. Use these helpful graphics to help determine 
where our targeted supplements work. 

Incorporate Slowly 
Take the slow approach when adding in a supplement. Often, supplements are super-concentrated with a certain nutrient 
such as fat, protein, or fiber which can upset the digestive system when added abruptly.  It is important to slowly incorporate 
them into the diet over a few days. Start with half the targeted feeding rate and work up over 5-7 days.  

Progress Pics 
Continually monitor progress via pictures and videos to make sure you don’t overshoot your mark. Regular evaluations help 
you make timely adjustments and ensure that the supplement is working as intended.

continued on page 3
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Supplement Wisely 
When it comes to supplements, more is not always better and 1+1 doesn’t always equal 2. So, be strategic about supplement 
use to avoid moving backwards, and remember to keep the base feed at the forefront of your program. 

Purina Mills
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SHOW-RITE GUIDE TO FEEDING YOUR SHOW LAMB
Starting at four weeks old and post-weaning, mix or transition to solely offering NewCo Lamb Feed. Providing NewCo 
Lamb Feed will help your animal show more shape and bloom and can also lead to major differences in muscle 
development.

Supplements
The first supplement that is typically added to the feed is Muscle in Motion. This is the highest-fat pellet that we offer. It adds 
dimension and bloom and is great for sale babies. Add 4 oz. per feeding. Another tip for those sale babies would be to add a ½ 
oz. of Dyne per gallon of water. This will encourage lambs to drink more and will add bloom for lambs that need to put on more 
fat.

The next supplement that we move to when we find that conditioning has been achieved with Muscle in Motion is Star Shine. 
Along with adding belly and touch, more than anything, Star Shine provides a jump in fiber with less fat to allow lambs to 
continue to grow without pudding out, or maturing too quickly. Star Shine is an excellent product to improve the quality of 
lambs. This is the product I use as much as any alongside NewCo Lamb. We feed this red pellet at a rate of 4–8 oz. a day as 
needed or with another supplement. This is a great product to use on those early-maturing lambs that wean fat or need to be 
weaned from a high-fat creep. In those instances, we often skip providing Muscle in Motion and jump straight to offering Star 
Shine — sell babies included.

Next is our ultimate fat burner, Sculpt. This is another pellet that we recommend feeding at 4–8 oz. a day. At times, we feed 4 
oz. of Sculpt with Star Shine. Sculpt does not include quite as much fiber or calories as Star Shine, so feeding them together 
can help burn a little feed and keep animals fresh over their loin. Sculpt is designed to burn fat and harden muscle and does 
not burn muscle, unlike so many other products with similar feed tags. I do, however, lower the amount of NewCo offered when 
trying to burn fat on my projects.

Another pellet we feed is Stretch. Stretch will expand up to three times its own density when it sets in the gut. This is a fiber 
pellet that is great for lowering that rear rib and flank. Holding is another great reason to feed Stretch, as it includes virtually 
zero fat, so you won’t be contradicting your feeding program. When you’re attempting to decrease feed-burning fat but are 
missing that underline quality, including Stretch at a rate of 4–12 oz. is a good option. I also utilize this product at shows to get 
my projects filled up.

One of my favorite products designed primarily for lambs is Rite Tyme. This product is designed to be provided at a low 
feeding rate over a period of time. I personally like to start offering it when we begin exercising, or around 90 to 100 days out 
from our end point. You will notice a difference after around two weeks of feeding Rite Tyme. One of the benefits offered by 
Rite Tyme is its ability to improve several handling qualities, like tightening hides, hardening muscle, and adding shape and 
dimension behind the shoulder. It’s also awesome for those thicker-hided, soft-muscled lambs. Rite Tyme can be fed at a rate 
of 1–2 oz. per day.

Swell is a product for sheep and goats that everyone can appreciate. This is the best product on the market for keeping lambs 
fresh and full without tying them up. The only time I don’t use Swell is if I have a project that carries way too much center belly 
or tends to bloat. I mix 3 oz. of Swell in a gallon of water and drench with that at a rate of approximately 30–45 oz. every 4 to 6 
hours.

Where does Rite Factor fit in to all of this? If I have a project that is not responding to the program, Rite Factor seems to be a 
great catalyst in any direction. When offered at 3 oz. per day, it will help build muscle or, even better, help animals that are not 
blooming the way you think they should to utilize the fat in the diet.

The newest supplement in our lineup is Rite Flex. This product is great for those that have spine or structural issues. I’ve 
even noticed a difference when Rite Flex is used in animals with bad feet. Trials with Rite Flex have been mind-blowing for all 
species. We have found that feeding 2 oz. a day for the first week works well, after which we lower that dose to 1 oz. per day.

Cooper Newcomb, Multi-species Support Specialist - Show-Rite
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E V E N T S  /  C A L E N D A R

BACK TO SCHOOL CLOTHING SALE
September 14-19, 2026
Staunton location only. 
30% off all clothing, boots, and accessories. 
In-stock items only. Excludes clearance 
items.

Scan to view 
event details

FALL FARM SUPPLY SALE
September 7-19, 2026
All locations.
Save on farm supply essentials including 
waterers, stock tanks, bale feeders, bunk 
feeders, gates, fencing and more!

EQUINE EXTRAVAGANZA
October 8, 2026 • 4:30PM - 7:00PM
Staunton location only.
Join us for a night of feed deals, food, and more! 
Vendors will be on site. 

AUGUSTA CO-OP POULTRY DAYS
September 28 - October 10, 2026
All locations.
Huge deals on Purina, Nutrena, and Augusta Co-op poultry feed!

SMALL ENGINE OPEN HOUSE
October 16-17, 2026
Small Engine Shop, Staunton.
Save big on Husqvarna & STIHL lawn mowers, equipment, and 
more!
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